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Rocio Rodriguez, Passing Skies, 2020; oil on canvas, 57.25 x 90 inches.
Image courtesy of the artist and Sandler Hudson Gallery.

Rocio Rodriguez, an established Cuban American painter, is best
known for her abstract images of stacks of squares shimmering and
vibrating with exquisitely controlled color, rendered with a great
variety of energetic and distinctive marks and edges, synergized
within each piece. It is a surprise to see the artist plunge into the
realm of landscape painting in her current solo show at Sandler
Hudson Gallery, At the Edge of the Day. Rodriguez’s masterful
technical skills are evident in this new body of representational
work, where she depicts monumental fields of open sky and
landscape in black and white monochrome paintings, made with
oils on canvas. Her willingness to explore an interest in the
landscape with great focus and dedication is a refreshing attitude in
a discipline that tends to encourage a branding of one’s style. If
Gerhard Richter can jump from representation to abstraction, so
can Rocio Rodriguez.



The three largest landscapes titled Passing Skies, Big Cloud: E/
Prado, and Sunset Cloud Arroyo Seco are painted on
cinematographic rectangles with the aspect ratio of the big screen
in traditional films. The intrinsically American experience of the
road trip is evoked in these paintings, with landscapes that appear
like prairies or deserts seen as a passing impression instead of a
physically inhabited space. The Spanish names appearing in two of
the titles seem like small yet significantly sharp reminders that part
of this intrinsically American experience includes the taking of land
from indigenous people and from the Mexican state.
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