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“asting the Spotlight on Female Artists

By PHYLLIS BRAFF

Denise Regan

Lizan Topx Gallery. 66 Newiown
L.ane, Eost Hamplon. To Oct. 20.
3243424,

Once an abstract painter, Denise
Regan brings this sshsibility to her
starkly organized, high-impact Jand-
scapes’ and 1o her bold figurative
Images. Her tightly knit composi-
lions synthesize impressions and
forms as well, and their 1ones nnd
palterns have considernble gripping
power, There is a surface vibrancy,
wa, that comes from Lhe artist’s
praciice of underpainiing with meta-
lic pipments.

In the earliest of the three sepa-
rale phnses shown here. gold pig-
ment actually defines several shapes
Within a crowded inlerior, emphnsiz-
'y the fairy tule quality of *Princess
in @ Hor Tub™ or “Harpist, Blue.”
Ms. Regan appears to be mediating
hetween an instinct for surface per-
Tection and empathy for her theme,

which she sometimes Interprets with
a caricaturelike directness that oc-
caslonully seems folksy.

The advenmrausly colored *“Bed-
time Story” Is a highlight among o
second group of densely conflgured
interlors that add pastoral views as
framed furnishings in a busy roam.

The pure. spaclous and quict land-
scape canvases that are shown here
for the first time are inventive and
persanal, and would seem to have the
most Iagling visual appeal® In the
comext of this presenintion, they
tend to clarify the anist’s polished
pictorial grasp.
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