
KATHRYN MARKEL FINE ARTS PRESENTS A MODEST ARRANGEMENT FEATURING 
NEW PAINTINGS BY STANLEY BIELEN 

June 26 - August 2, 2025 
Artist Reception: June 26th, 6-8pm 

529 W 20th St. 6W 

NEW YORK, NY –– June 26th, 2025 ––Kathryn Markel Fine Arts is pleased to announce an 
upcoming exhibition of new paintings by Stanley Bielen. This is his fifth exhibition with the gallery 
and features his intimate still life paintings. An artist 
reception will be held June 26th from 6-8pm. 

Bielen’s process begins outside of the studio with planting 
the flowers he will later paint. He brings the clippings he 
cultivates to his studio and renders them in voluminous, rich 
brushwork. The blooms are typically painted at scale in one 
session, immortalizing them in that moment. Reveling in the 
paint itself, Bielen depicts the objects with a sense of 
immediacy, as if glimpsed and remembered in an instant. 

Flowers, fruits, and vessels are modeled with gestural, loaded 
brushstrokes. The forms take on a dimensional, tactile 
quality as Bielen sculpts shadow, builds up dense 
backgrounds, or lays down generous daubs of paint to 
portray petals. Irregular, impasto shapes define structure, 
light, and shadow, making the work at once abstract and 
recognizable. Lush colors emerge vividly against stark black 
or white grounds. 

In subject and medium the paintings are traditional, echoing 
still-life conventions, but Bielen’s lavish paint handling and 
pared-down settings feel decidedly contemporary. His work 
draws on the dramatic chiaroscuro of the Baroque, channeling its theatrical lighting and deep tonal 
contrasts to intensify the physicality of each painting. 

Stanley Bielen was born in the Podkarpackie region of Poland. He studied at the Pennsylvania 
Academy of Fine Art and is influenced by the long regional realist tradition called the Philadelphia 
School. He exhibits nationally and is represented in public and private collections including the 
Hirschhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden and the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Art. Stanley 
lives and works in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and Bridgton, Maine. 



IMAGE CAPTIONS 
Stanley Bielen, Revelry, 2024, oil on paper/mounted, 8 x 5 ⅛ inches 

MEDIA CONTACT 
Shannon O’Deens 
shannon@markelfinearts.com 

ABOUT KATHRYN MARKEL FINE ART 
Established in 1976 with the belief that significant contemporary art can be beautiful as well as visually and 
intellectually rigorous, Kathryn Markel Fine Art is committed to the experience of discovery and collecting 
at the highest level. Committed to serving a deep network of collectors and institutions, Kathryn Markel 
Fine Art showcases a diverse array of primary market artists, unified by excellence in their craft, compelling 
intellectual framework, and a love of the art-making process. https://www.markelfinearts.com/ 
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